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need to maximize its potential
so it can be of benefit to every-
one -- all of the city. Locating
homeless housing just detracts

'_,_ from that value."
The case against placing the

homeless in base housing is
being overstated, said Paul
Desrochers, NTC Reuse Com-
mittee member and executive
director of the Community
Development Commission in
National City.

"I think the (Peninsula) com-
•--_ munity has overreacted,"

Desrochers said. "These are
transitional homeless, not street
people, people who want to be
retrained for a new life, to get an
educational opportunity. I don't
think you're endangering the
neighborhood at all. I don't
think I'm being Pollyanna
either."

There are four, multi-story
military "hotels," or diamond-
shaped barracks, within the
base's residentially designated
35 acres which would be ideal
for transitional homeless hous-

_ _/_ /_6_ _ ing, Desrochersadded."These (barracks) are less
than five years old, nice and
modern, and very suitable for

\,_._ transitional housing," he stated.
"To duplicate that somewhere
else in the city would be very
costly. To tear those down
would be an absolute crime."


